


“Jack-In-The-Box” 
 
 

Originally Published: “Big Comic Spirits” Uzumaki, Chapter 7, Shogakukan, 1999 

Story and Art: Junji Ito 

Editor: Nakaguma-san 

English Adaptation: Yuki Oniki c/o Viz Media 

 

Submitted by: E.M. Tonner 

 

 

 

Preface  

 

For someone who’s read many, many horror comics, Uzumaki (“spiral” in Japanese) is a breath 

of fresh air delivered by tornado. It really is that good. Published in 1999, I consider thos work to 

be the evolution of the horror comic, the new benchmark. It shouldn’t be that surprising… the 

Japanese have been doing good horror for some time now and there was never a Comics Code 

Authority in Japan. “Uzumaki” was actually intended for young men as Japanese comics (manga) 

are designed to have a wider age appeal than Western comics. Sensitive readers may relax, as 

there’s no sex and only naked cadavers. What there is however is an entire town’s descent into 

madness through a spiral-shaped path… 

 

I’ve chosen Chapter 7 ‘Jack-In-The-Box’ as it’s a beautiful (and horrific) standalone tale. Also, I 

may just have nostalgic feelings for those ‘twisted’ endings. Many people feel that Chapter 9 

“The Black Lighthouse” is the best story in the series. Having grown up near a large marsh, 

“Mosquitoes” was also very personal for me (and one of the most gruesome). Any of these could 

have been presented here. 

 

All you need to know: 

 

The small town of Kurôzu-cho (where Kirie lives) has been cursed by the shape of the spiral. 

Strange and terrible things have befallen the town’s residents via spiral shaped tragedies. Kirie 

and her boyfriend Shuichi have been a witness to these bizarre tragic events yet are unable to 

escape Kurôzu-cho. 

 

 

 

 

Warning: 
 

The following content is intended for mature readers. It may contain scenes of extreme 

violence, nudity, and adult situations. 
 

The content and characters, including their distinctive likenesses, presented in this document are the copyright of their respective 

owners. The material presented is for the purpose of intellectual discussion and critical commentary only, intended as fair use. All 

opinions expressed are those of the individual author. The purpose of www.besthorrorcomics.com is to establish the best horror comic 

stories ever published by fan commentary and debate with every effort to support the lawful sales of any material presented.  
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Afterword 

 

I love the dark irony of this chapter. Yamaguchi as the cadaverous jack-in-the-casket propelled by 

the car’s suspension coil embedded in his mangled body… well done Mr. Ito. Uzumaki was 

nominated for an Eisner when it was translated in 2002. Simply put, it’s one of the best pieces of 

horror fiction in comics this generation. I won’t gush anymore or launch into a review of the 

entire series. I will just say it’s mandatory reading for fans of the genre. 

 

While I would strongly push for readers to purchase the graphic novels (which are easily available 

online), I will note that the scanned manga is available online. Anime and manga have a long 

history of copyright infringement. Simply put, the Japanese are not a litigious society (they don’t 

have many lawyers). Interestingly enough, I have watched the popularity of manga and anime 

boom over the past 20 years. Is there a lesson here... 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“What is art but life upon the larger scale, the higher. When, graduating up in a spiral line of still 

expanding and ascending gyres, it pushes toward the intense significance of all things, hungry for the 

infinite?” 

 Elizabeth Barrett Browning  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion: 

 

Jump into the forums to discuss this story and other submissions at www.besthorrorcomics.com 

 

Best Horror Comics Forum – http://besthorrorcomics.yuku.com/topic/23/ 

 

We welcome your input. 
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